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Inami Wood Carving Museum
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Inami Wood Carving Cooperative

TO32-0226 BILERFEMH (HEAEI733  TEL 0763-82-5158 FAX 0763-82-5163
E-mail info@inamichoukoku,.com
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INAMI WOOD CARVING

Inami is a temple town located in the southwest of Tovama, which developed as a town of
the famous Zuisenji Temple. The origing of Inami Woodcarving date back (o the middle of
the [8th century, when the skilled carpenters of Inami worked to rebuild Zuisenji Temple
after it was destroyed in a fire. In the Houreki-Anei Period (1763-1774), Sanshiro
Maekawa, an official patronage woodcarver of Kyoto Nishi Honganji Temple, was dis-
patched from Kyoto to assist with the rebuilding process. 1t is thought that the carving
techniques he taught to the local carpenters marked the beginning of Inami Woodcarving.
The name of Inami Woodearving came to be known all over Japan today as superior works
of art. In May, 1975 (Showa 50), the Japanese Ministry of International Trade and Industry
declared Inami Woodearving a National Traditional Craft of Japan. In July, 1993
(Heisei 5), the Inami Wood Carving Composite Hall was opened. Here, various woodcary-
ings showing the pride of the 250-year-old tradition, including contemporary carvings and
other craft works, are on display and also lor sale; "ranma” {the panel placed above a lintel
between two rooms in a traditional Japanese house), a single thin wooden panel, "tsuitate”
(low sereen), "Tenjin-sama" (God of Literature) , and "shishi-gashira"ithe mask for the lion
dance), The main timbers used include camphor tree (kusu), zelkova {kevaki), and paulow-
nia (kiri). From rough carving to finishing, using nearly 200 different chiscls, a variety of
wouoden products and sculptures are skillfully produced.




